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PROPOSED STANDARDS FOR BRANCH LIBRARIES 
IN CITIES OF 50,000 POPULATION AND OVER 


In the spring of last year, (The Bookmark, March 1952) a working 
committee consisting of John Mackenzie Cory, Florence Harshe, Mrs. 
Thelma King, Helena S, le Fevre, Irving Lieberman, IL. Marion Moshier, 
William T, O'Rourke and Irving A. Verschoor met to examine branch 1li- 
brary services in New York State and to draft a set of recommendations 
for study and consideration by the librarians of the State. The need 
for standards is stated in Section 272, paragraph 5 of the Education 
Law, which reads: 


In a city having a population of fifty thousand 
or more there shall be such branch libraries as the 
regents require. 


This committee was aided and encouraged in its work by a group of 


advisors (The Bookmark, April 1952) who contributed valuable specialized 
branch experiences to the general problen. 


Because of the wisdom of testing certain parts of the proposed stand~ 
ards, it was not feasible to hold a general hearing on the recommenda- 
tions of the consultants and advisors. The proposed standards are 
therefore published in this article in the hope that all those who are 
interested in the problem will study them carefully, ask questions or 
supply helpful comments. No proposed stanfiards will be officially sub- 
mitted for approval until all pertinent questions have been carefully 
considered. 


Standards as used in this study are definite criteria and represent 
goals to be achieved. These are to be distinguished from norms, which 
are the average of the actualities of the present practice in New York 
State. These standards are designed to help the library administrator 
answer the following questions of his branches: 1. How many?; 2. How 
large?; 3. Where? 


This study is not based upon the average or median achievement of 
the 196 branch libraries located in places of 50,000 population and 
greater in this State, because it is felt that branch libraries should 
not be expected to conform to each other merely because they serve 
populations of similar size. Minimum standards should avoid the danger 
of uniformity for then standardization means that minimum standards tend 
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to become the maximum. The committee has made a conscious effort to de- 
lineate standards with a view to stimulating the objectives of the library 
systen. 


Objectives of Branch Library Service 


The function of branch library service is to make available to all 
information and thought in all fields of human knowledge and experience 
and to help each person, whatever his interest may be, to find and use 
the books and other library facilities and materials which best serve 
his needs, 


Library service should be brought close to the homes of the people 
through systems of branches, mobile branches and other agencies of 
communication and transportation. Provision should be made for the 
organized flow of reference and reading aid questions, inter-loan re- 
quests and other services among branches, extension agencies and the 
central library. 


Definition of a Branch Library 


acne — ~<a N— Ort 


A registered library regarded administratively as a component of a 
library system housed in quarters, stationary or mobile, set aside for 
library purposes and specially equipped and furnished to provide a 
collection of library materials and serving, by means of a professional 
staff, a particular area or population group in accordance with the 
needs and interests of its community. 


Proposed Standard for Location of Branch Libraries 


Each resident of a city having a population of 50,000 or more shall 
be provided with public library service on the basis of accessibility 
and number of hours of such service as specified in the following table. 
Accessibility shall be determined on the basis of the fastest generally 
available means of transportation (e.g. public buses, street cars, sub- 
ways, private automobiles or walking). The area used as the basis for 
determining density shall be any reasonable unit smaller than the entire 
city (e.g. census tract, ward, assembly district, or health district). 
At least 98 per cent of the total population of the city shall meet the 
standards of accessibility for branch library coverage to be considered 
adequate. Accessibility shall be determined on the basis of time, but, 
for convenience in calculation, the following time-distance equivalents 
may be considered as normal: 


5 minutes equals 1/2 to 3/4 miles 


10 " " 11/2 to 2 " 
15 " e 3 to 4 " 
30 " " 8 to 10 * 
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ACCESSIBILITY OF LIBRARY SERVICE 





Population Density 
Per Residential Extent of Service 
Acre 





Library Service The following 
within 
Required Per Week Travel Time 














300 or more 60 Hours 5 Minutes 

90-299 60 Hours 10 Minutes 
plus 

1 Hour® 5 Minutes 

60 Hours 15 Minutes 
plus 

30-89 45 Hours 10 Minutes 
plus 

ee otc 

Hours 30 Minutes 
Plus 

6=29 45 Hours 15 Minutes 
plus 

24 Hours 10 Minutes 

60 Hours 30 Minutes 
plus 

1=5 24 Hours 15 Minutes 
: plus 

1 Hour* 10 Minutes 

*Normally a Bookmobile Stop 

Proposed Standard for Branch Library Quarters 


A branch library may be operated in library-owned or rented quarters; 
in a building especially designed for library use or one adapted to it; 
in an independent building or, under certain conditions, as a part of 
some community building as a town hall, school or shopping center; may 
be stationary or mobile, so long as the location and arrangements of the 
quarters will permit the type of library service needed by the residents 
of the area served. Further evaluation of branch quarters and site will 


consider the availability of other publicly accessible libraries and 
community resources. 


Proposed Standards for Branch Library Resources 


A stationary branch library shall have both reference and circulating 
resources representative of a wide field of books and ideas, sufficient 
to distinguish the branch library as not only a place from which one may 
obtain, but also a place in which one may learn about books. These 
resources shall in no wise fall below 6000 volumes for each stationary 
branch library. 
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The book stock shall reflect the needs of a normal natural congre- 
gation of people and shall be related to their ways of living, their in- 
terests and their occupations. 


To enable the branch library user to make his selections from a stock 
that is alive, provision shall be made for annual accessiona equal to 
one tenth of a volume per capita of the population of the entire library 
system and the distribution of these accessions to the branch libraries 
shall be proportionate to the adult and juvenile populations served by 
each stationary branch, and provision shall also be made for the frequent 
change of a fair percentage of the stock of a branch library as local 
demand is satisfied. 


Proposed Standards of Service for Branch Libraries 


A branch library shall provide general circulation and reference 
service to children, young people and adults. 


The book collection of the branch library shall be composed of a 
good selection of titles which meet reasonable standards of quality and 
best serve the interests of the community as determined by such factors 
as. age groups and levels of reading ability. The adult collection shall 
be reasonably strong in the general subject fields and especially strong 
in such subject fields as are of special interest to the community served. 
In providing children's service, the proportion of the total book stock 
representing the juvenile collection will vary in accordance with the 
percentage of juveniles in the service area. 


A stationary branch library's book stock shall include a basic collec- 
tion of such reference books as will be adequate to provide reference and 
reading aid service, such collection to be increased in size in proportion 
to the size of the library unit. 


The resources of the entire library system shall be available to each 
branch unit of library service by inter-loans through its administrative 
center. 


The book collection of a stationary branch shall be cataloged in 
accordance with accepted standards and the catalogs shall be made avail- 
able for public use. Each stationary branch shall maintain a shelf list 
of its holdings. Information from a union catalog or shelf list at the 
central library shall be available to all branches. 


Branch libraries shall develop advisory and consultative services for 
individuals. Group services for all age groups shall be developed in 
accordance with the community's needs and the availability of programs 
sponsored by other organizations. 


Provision shall be made for the stimulation of use of the library 


through a public relations program; such program to be integrated with 
that of the larger library unit. 
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The branch library shall be able to provide information on registration, 
circulation and use of reference materials, and such other data on the 
use made of its facilities as may be expedient or be required. 


There shall be at least one professional librarian in each branch 1li- 
brary. The size of the total staff, exclusive of maintenance personnel, 


shall be determined on the basis of one full-time staff member or its 
equivalent for every 20,000 circulation. The total staff may vary on 

the basis of special conditions including the degree of centralized pro- 
cessing and centralized registration, programs of service, population 

and size of the service area, the amount of reference service, the physical 
plan of the building and service points, hours of opening, and any other 
pertinent factors. At least one-third of the staff members shall be 


professionally trained. 


Conclusion 





Several things will be noted in the above proposals: 


First, the quantitative demands imposed upon the branch libraries are 
few--only sufficient to support the definition of a branch library. 


Second, the committee has been careful to include the two types of 
branch libraries found today-~and which may reasonably be expected to 
be in use tomorrow--stationary and mobile. Also, the committee has been 
equally careful not to include other service outlets such as sub-branches 
and deposit stations as these did not seem to come within the purview of 
Section 272 cited above. 


Third, the committee has accepted the premise of the Los Angeles 
Public Library Survey that population density is one of the governing 
factors in the spacing of library units. A graduated standard is pro- 
posed on the basis that the people in densely populated areas can ex- 
pect more accessible service outlets than sparsely settled areas where 
an equal degree of accessibility would result either in inadequate service 
outlets or a wasteful expenditure for strong outlets that would not and 
could not be used because of lack of population. 


Fourth, standards have usually been stated in terms of miles. But 
because of the great variations in transportation facilities, miles is 
rather a meaningless measure. The concept of time stands as a more 
common denominator regardless of the method of attaining it and the top- 
ographical barriers that are usually not considered on a distance scale. 


Irving A. Verschoor, Chairman 
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RECENT BOOKS: A SELECTION 
Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: “of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


YP *armour, Richard. It all started with Columbus. McGraw-Hill. $2.75. 
RH Highly entertaining parody on American history from 1492 to the UN, 
cleverly satirizing the textbook versions. Drawings in character. 817 


Anul, H.B. How to plant your home ground. Sheridan House. $3.50. 
Gives detailed information on the "how" and "what" of planting "to 
gain attractive home surroundings" with easily obtained flowers, 
shrubs, vines and trees. Many plans and drawings. Index. 712.6 


Berry, AM. Understanding art; ed. by Judith Wogan & others. Studio.$5. 
This delightful volume on art appreciation devotes its five chapters 
to fundamental principles; vision; art and realism; Oriental art; 
fundamentals in sculpture. 98 reproductions, several nudes. 701.1 
The philosophy of modern art, by H.E. Read (Horizon Press. $4.50. 
709.04) is a collection of essays by a distinguished art critic 
dealing with such themes as realism and abstraction, surrealism and 
individual artists. Illustrations. Index. 

Y Portrait painting, by H.M. Carr. (Studio. $4.50. 757) imparts the 
techniques of portrait painting, showing the relationships of form, 
rhythm, tone, color etc. to the reproduction on canvas of solid form 
by the medium of ofl paint. Illustrations, some in color. 

Man of fire: J.C. Orozco; an interpretative memoir, by Mackinley Helm 
(Harcourt. $7750. B or 92) pays tribute to the forceful Mexican paint- 
er in a handsomely printed quarto, richly illustrated with drawings 
and plates, four in color. An edited bibliography. 


Y Boros, Julius. How to play par golf. Prentice-Hall. $3.50. 
The winner of the 1952 National Open, head professional of Mid-Pines 
Country Club, gives informal instruction to amateur and tournament 
golfers on how to play a better game. Many photographs. Index. 796.352 


Y Bretz, Rudy, & Stasheff, Edward. Television scripts for staging and 
study, with a guide to creative camerawork. Wyn. $4.95. 
Supplements the authors' The television program (1951), discussing 
problems of directing and use of the camera, with scripts for anal- 
ysis, production and description. Photographs, charts, drawings. Ap- 
pendix, index, 808.2 
Vision in television; the origins and potentialities of educational 
television, by Hazel Cooley (Channel Press. $2.50. 371.33) summarizes 
the background of broadcasting and points out the vital role that TV 
can play in American education and contemporary society. Appendixes. 
In The crowded air; a study of the problems and potentialities of Amer- 
ican and British television, by Roger Manvell (Channel Press. $2.75. 
384.55), the director of the British Film Academy takes stock of the 
position of English-speaking television in the world today, assessing 
its possible future as public service and art medium. Brief bibliography. 
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*Brewster, P.G. American nonsinging games. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 








$3.75. 


Recreation workers, teachers, folklorists and students will appreciate 
this excellent collection of games, arranged by text, comparative 
notes, references to further reading. Diagrams. Bibliography, index. 793 


I knew it all the time, by R.J. Healy and J.V. Cooper (Holt. $2.75. 





793.73) offers 74 original quizzes and their answers on subjects rang- 
ing from poetry to baseball. 


Carter, Hodding. Where Main Street meets the river. Rinehart. $4. 
Honest, thoughtful review of the career of the present editor of the 
Delta Times-Democrat which is, at the same time, an enlightened 
Southerner's courageous appraisal of United States institutions and 
directions. B or 92 





YP *Criddle, Russell. Love is not blind. Norton. $3.50. 


RH 


mi 


The simply told recital of a young Pennsylvania farmer's wholesome, 
courageous attitude toward blindness, the success of a corneal graft 
operation, his happy marriage and belief in normal living. Appeared 
in part in Reader's Digest. B or 92 


Davidson, Angus. Miss Douglas of New York; a biography. Viking. $3.75. 
A fascinating study of a 19th century heiress, a lively, vacillating, 
independent woman, who cultivated the socially and artistically famous 
of Europe in her futile search for happiness. Portraits. Appendix, ' 
family tree, source references, bibliography, index. B or 92 


Dean, Mrs V.M. Foreign policy without fear. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 

The research director of the Foreign Policy Association analyzes con- 
temporary events, summarizes the major issues facing the new adminis— 
tration and outlines the ingredients of a "fearless policy" in inter- 


national affairs. Index. 327.73 
In The genius of American politics, by D.J. Boorstin (Univ. of Chicago 
Press, 25. 329), an associate professor at the University of 


Chicago explains "the uniqueness of American history," advancing the 
provocative thesis that we cannot transport our institutions to other 
parts of the world. Suggestions for further reading, index. 


YP *Devoe, Alan, & Devoe, Mrs M.B. Our animal neighbors. McGraw-Hill.$3.75. 


RE 


Records the "devoted observations" and rewarding adventures with 
animals of nature lovers who live "in the hill country where the 
Berkshires start sloping toward the Hudson River." Chapter heads.591.5 


YP *Strangest creatures on earth, ed. by E.M. Weyer, jr. (Sheridan House. 


R 


. 591.5) contains articles reprinted from Natural History Magazine 
that give astonishing facts observed by experts about the diversity 
of behavior in the animal world. Map, photographs, drawings. Index. 


YP *Douglas, W.0. North from Malaya; adventure on five fronts. Double- 


RH 





day. $3.95. 

With warmth and understanding, Justice Douglas reports his observa- 
tions on the social conditions, art and work interests of the people 
of Malaya, the Philippines, Vietnam, Burma, Formosa and Korea, show- 
ing that their struggle for independence is vital to world peace. Maps 
on end papers, photographs. Index. 919.1 
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Engel, Louis. 
Little. $2.95. 
Plain, knowing statement of facts "about how to make your money earn 
more money for you by investing it." Charts. Index. 332.6 


How to buy stocks; a guide to successful investing. 


Ferraro, Mrs N.D. Few are chosen. Harper. $3.50. 

With complete candor, rueful humor, charm and reverence, the writer | 
retraces her transfer from a Newfoundland orphanage to a United States 
convent, her daily round there for four years and momentous decision 
not to renew her vows and to face the world. 271.9 


YP *Frye, R.N. Iran. Holt. $2.50. 


RH 


Timely, informed examination of the land and people of Iran "in the 
light of geography, history, customs, and present conditions," by an 
assistant professor of Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University. 
Maps. Appendixes, index. 955 


Gollancz, Victor. My dear Timothy; an autobiographical letter to his 
grandson. Simon & Schuster. $5. 

With frankness and integrity, the distinguished English publisher 
searches his early memories, revealing in a unique.volume the reasons 
for the directions of his vigorous intellect and view on life. B or 92 


YP *Highet, Gilbert. People, places, and books. Oxford Univ.Press. $3.50. 


RH 


” id 


mig 


In 30 expanded radio talks, the noted author, critic and teacher 
shares with the reader his literary enthusiasms and wide knowledge. 
Book lists at chapter ends, index. 820.4 


Kolodin, Irving. The story of the Metropolitan Opera, 1883-1950. 
Knopf. $7.50. 

Complete record - of patrons and purposes, house and box owners, operas 
and artists. Numerous photographs. Compilation of works presented, 
1883-1951, index. 78 


Lane, Margaret. The Bronte story; a reconsideration of Mrs. Gaskell's 
life of Charlotte Bronte. Dwell; Little. $5. 

Retells the Bronte story for the general reader, making use of new 
material to freshly depict family relationships at the Haworth parson- 
age and the daughters' literary flowering. Attractive drawings.Brief 
bibliography, index. B or 92 


Liddell Hart, B.H., ed, The Rommel papers; tr. by Paul Findlay. 
Harcourt. $6. 

The German Field Marshal's daily journal provides a graphic, contempo- 
rary picture of German and English operations in North Africa,reveal- 
ing the qualities of his military genius, while a chapter by his son 
tells of the Commander's fate after his break with Hitler.Maps,photo- 
graphs. Appendix, indexes. 940.53 


Marshall, S.L.A. The river and the gauntlet; defeat of the Eighth 
Army by the Chinese Communist Forces, November, 1950, in the battle 

of the Chongchon River, Korea. Morrow. $5. 

A military analyst's vivid, detailed report of one phase of the Korean 
war, explaining Chinese advantages and American errors, not in the 
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spirit of censure, but in the hope of promoting better understanding. 
Maps, drawings. Glossary of main weapons, index. 951.9 


Martin, Kingsley. Harold Laski (1893-1950); a biographical memoir. 
Viking. $4. 

The editor of The New Statesman and Nation offers a discerning, 
candid portrait of the late British scholar and liberal political 
scientist, describing his teaching career and influence in America 
and England and his importance in the development of the Labor Party. 
Photographs. Appendix, index. B or 92 


Martin du Gard, Roger. Recollections of Andre Gide; tr. by John 
Russell. Viking. $2.75. 

These excerpts from his journal, 1913-51, record Martin du Gard's 
unsparing criticism of his lifelong friend and his impressions and 
appreciation of Gide's personality and work. B or 92 


Nitchie, Elizabeth. Mary Shelley, author of "Frankenstein." Rutgers 
Univ. Press. $4. 

From her own and contemporary writings Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 

is freshly presented by the chairman of the Department of Inglish, 
Goucher College, as woman and writer and as a liberal thinker in 19th 
century society. Portrait, Appendixes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


O'Donnell, 7.C. Tip of the hill; an informal history of the Fairfield 
Academy and the Fairfield Medical College. Black River Bks. $4. 

As it follows the activities of faculty and students, this flavorsome, 
easy account of the 150 years since the founding of Fairfield Academy 
gives a graphic picture of the New York State region and the spirit 
of the times. Map, photographs. 378 


“Payne, A.S. & Callahan, Dorothy. The low sodium cook book. Little. $4. 
Stressing the importance of a physician's instructions first, this 
helpful book contains carefully analyzed, tasteful menus planned 
mainly for the severely restricted low sodium diet but readily adapt- 
able through the "count method." Appendixes, indexes. 613.23 
Food to make you famous; a book of elegant cookery, by Mary Hill and 
Irene Radcliffe (Farrar. $3.75. 641.5) simplifies unusual recipes 
by using the "procedure method" for listing ingredients in sequential 
order. Menus, index. 

Old-time pickling and spicing recipes, by F. R. Brobeck (Barrows. 

$2.50. 641.4) suggests modernized relishes that can be prepared in 

small supplies by the busy young mother, businesswoman or bachelor 

cook. Decorations. Index. 

2p seek cocktail canapes, by Olga de Leslie Leigh (Crowell. $3. 
1.5) tells how to prepare and serve a variety of tray arrangements 

simply and inexpensively. Index. 


Pritchett, V.S. Books in general. Harcourt. $3.50. 

The literary editor of The New Statesman and Nation contributes 34 

pieces of trenchant, illuminating criticism on authors, classic and 
contemporary, from widely-ranging countries. 804 
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Riddell, Marjorie. Mis for mother. Longmans. $3. 

Entertaining articles about a young woman alone in London and her 
Mother's well-intentioned but misguided concern for her. Illustrated 
by Peggy Bacon. Appeared originally in Punch. 817.5 


= *Rogers, Mrs D.E. Angel unaware. Revell. $1. 
Imagining t] that their little Mongoloid daughter is talking with God 
after a"two-year mission" in their household, the wife of the well- 
known cowboy star movingly reveals how they drew strength from sorrow 
in their loss. 


Seroff, V.I. Maurice Ravel. Holt. $3.75. 

Recounts with wit and understanding the background and tempestuous 
musical career of the gifted French composer. Photographs. Appendix, 
bibliography, index. B or 92 


YP *Sockman, R.W. How to believe; the questions that challenge man's 

RH faith answered in the light of the Apostles' Creed. Doubleday. $2.50. 
Using the Apostles' Creed as a frame for discussion of the essential 
doctrines of the Christian faith, Dr. Sockman relates its assertions 
of belief to present-day problems, suggesting practical solutions to 
frequently asked queries. 238 


YP *Stevenson, A.E. Major campaign speeches,1952. Random House. $3.50. 

RH A collection of 50 finely worded speeches arranged chronologically 
from July 21-November 5, 1952, expressing the defeated Presidential 
candidate's essential optimism and belief in reason, with an interest- 
ing introduction formulating his political philosophy. 329.01 


Teets, Florence. She's going abroad; her pocket adviser. Washburn. $2. 
This little primer is filled with tested, practical suggestions for 
the woman traveler on everything from packing, eating and drinking 

to shopping and meeting people. Currency guide. 910.2 


Thomas, Dylan. The collected poems. New Directions. $3.75. 
Contains most of the poems written up to the present year that their 
gifted author wishes to preserve, including a new prologue to his 
readers, Portrait. 821.91 


Willison, G.F. The Pilgrim reader; the story of the Pilgrims as told 
by themselves & their contemporaries, friendly & unfriendly. Double- 
day. $5.95. 

These eyewitness accounts provide a memorable record of life in the 
Plymouth Colony from its beginnings to its absorption by the Massachu- 
setts Bay Colony. Maps. Appendix, notes, bibliography, index. 974.4 


Wilson, I.H. Merchandising primer; an illustrated digest of princi- 
ples to remember in planning products and marketing programs. McGraw- 
Hill. $3.95. 
The president of a leading sales corporation outlines the principles 
of merchandising, demonstrating in simple text and explanatory draw- 
ings its importance to all types of business. 658.8 

Y “In The psychology of successful selling, by R.W. Husband (Harper. 
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YP 
RE 


$3.95. 658.85) a professor of industrial psychology at Iowa State 
College illustrates with pictorial examples and self-evaluating tests 
the essential qualities for effective salesmanship in a variety of 
fields. Index. 
Open the mind and close the sale; the key to success in selling, by 
J.M. Wileon (McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 658.8) stresses the fundamentals 
of the salesman's work which should be regarded as a creative service 
to customer and industry. Drawings. Index. 
*In How to sell like a star salesman, by Harry Simmons (Holt. $3.658.85) 
an expert salesman gives pointers to the beginner and the experienced, 
succinctly summarizing tested techniques and methods for improvement. 


Winsnes, A.H. Sigrid Undset, a study in Christian realism; tr. by 
P.G. Foote. Sheed & Ward. $3. 

Interesting evaluation of the life and work of the great Norwegian 
novelist by a professor of the history of philosophy in Oslo. Photo- 
graphs. Appendix, index. B or 92 


Fiction 


Brady, C.A. Stage of fools. Dutton. $3.95. 

Sir Thomas More's life is fictionized in a vivid, authentic chronicle, 
depicting the ascetic, witty humanist, once faithful Lord Chancellor 
of Henry VIII, whose loyalty to the church was his doom. 


Charques, Mrs Dorothy. Men like shadows. Coward-McCann. $3.75. 
John of Oversley, one of three young squires who joined King Richard 
on the Third Crusade, describes the fortunes of the group on the long, 
ill-fated journey and the love of each for beautiful, complex Lady 
Melisande, in a stirring, distinguished period novel. 


Cooper, William, pseud,. The struggles of Albert Woods. Doubleday. $3.50. 
Chosen to do research under a noted Oxford professor whose daughter 

he later marries, a brilliant, young chemist of humble background 
jeopardizes his career for personal gain, as this ironic comedy enter- 
tainingly relates. 


Duggan, A.L. The little Emperors. Coward-McCann. $3. 

Told from the viewpoint of C. Sempronius Felix, an official in 5th 
century Roman Britain, who is married to the sadistic, calculating 
daughter of a Senator, this is a witty, literate novel of civil cor- 
ruption and intrigue during the fall of Rome. For the discriminating. 


Fontaine, R.L. My uncle Louis. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 

Temporarily estranged from his industrious wife, engaging, unconven- 
tional Uncle Louis, first met in The happy time, comes to live with 
his admiring nephew's parents in Ottawa and his poetic nature and ab- 
horrence of work form the subject of an amusing memoir. 


*Idell, A.E. The corner store. Doubleday. $3.50. 

Assured of genial, dependable Chester Jones' interest in their diverse 
problems, people of all ages gathered to trade or gossip at his neigh- 
borhood store in Philadelphia, and this warmhearted, diverting tale 

of Chester's engaging family and their friends evokes a true picture 
of everyday in the 1940s. 
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YP *Kantor, MacKinlay, The daughter of Bugle Ann. Random House. $2. 


RE 


fa tg 


In this sequel to The voice of Bugle Ann, the hound, Little Lady, 
whose cry resembles her mother's bell-like tones, is the innocent 
cause of misunderstanding between the young couple who own and 
cherish her, as this tender novelette of fox-hunting in the Missouri 
hills relates. 


Kenyon, F.W. The Emperor's lady; a novel based on the life of the 
Empress Josephine. Crowell. $3.95. 

Realistically details the loves and fortunes of the clever, ambitious 
Creole girl from Martinique who became Napoleon's wife and, through- 
out her stormy marriage, matched wits with the hostile Bonaparte family. 


Lanham, Peter. Blanket boy; based on an original story by A.S. 
Mopeli-Paulus. Crowell. $3.50. 

Monare of Basutoland is the protagonist of this episodic, sympatheti- 
cally written narrative in which his experiences in Johannesburg and 
participation in native customs, often horrifying but contrived, make 
visual present conditions in South Africa and the tragedy of obeying 
laws of both white man and tribal chief. Adult reading. 


Lehmann, Rosamond, The echoing grove. Harcourt. $3.95. 

Reconciled after 15 years, two sisters, now widowed, meet at the 
English country home of the one who had been married to the man both 
loved and as their thoughts wing back and forth over the years, the 
personalities and intricate relationship of the three are revealed 
in a subtle, sophisticated, modern novel. For mature readers. 


Rabinowitz, Shalom (Sholom Aleichen, pseud. ) Adventures of Mottel, 
the cantor's son; tr. by Tamara Kahana. Schuman. $4. 

A little boy tells with gentle humor of his father's death in a small 
Russian village, his journey across the frontier and experiences in 
wonderful America. Last work of the noted Yiddish writer. 


Stafford, Jean. Children are bored on Sunday. Harcourt. $3. 

Ten of the gifted author's favorite stories evidence her delicacy 

of feeling and exquisite choice of words. Six are reprinted from The 
New Yorker. 


Mysteries and Science Fiction 


YPR Bleiler, E.F. & Dikty, T.E., eds. Year's best science fiction novels, 


1953. Fell. $3.50. 


YPR Boucher, Anthony, pseud. & McComas, J.F., eds. The best from Fantasy 


PR 
PR 
PR 
PR 


and science fiction, second series. Little. $3. 

Carr, Glyn. Murder on the Matterhorn. Dutton. $2.50. 

Carr, J.D. (Carter Dickson, pseud.). The cavalier's cup. Morrow. $2.50. 
Cecil, Henry, pseud, No bail for the Judge. Harper. $2.50. 

a a Marten. Nobody is safe; a Saturnin Dax mystery. Double- 
day. 50. 


PR *Rinehart, Mrs M.R. The frightened wife, and other murder stories. 


Rinehart. $3. 
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OUT OF THIS WORLD 


Some books about space selected by members of the Section for 
Children's and Young People's Librarians of the New York Library 
Association. 


Bond, N.S. Remarkable exploits of Lancelot Biggs:spaceman. Doubleday. 
$2.50. 
Humorous adventures of an awkward first mate on a space freighter. Young 
adult. 


Branley, F.M. Lodestar: rocket ship to Mars. Crowell. - $2.50. 
The first trip to Mars and capture by the Martians. 12-16. 


Clarke, A.C. Islands in the sky. Winston. $2. 
Plausible story about man-made space stations. 12-16. 


Coggins, Jack and Pratt, F. By space ship to the moon. Random. $1. 
Factual material in picture-book format. 10 up. 


Cross, J.K. The angry planet. Coward-McCann. $2.50. 
Story of three young British stowaways who meet the Martian plant—people. 
11-13 s 


Frost, Frances. Rocket away! McGraw. $2. 
A trip to the moon by way of the Hayden Planetarium. 8-11. 


Goodwin, Hal. The real book of space travel. Garden City. $1.25. 
Material based on serious studies and experiments in this country and 
abroad. 10-13. 


Greener, Leslie. Moon ahead. Viking. $2.50. 
Stowaways on a secret expedition from Australia to the moon. 11-15. 


Healy, R.J. and McComas, J.F. Adventures in time and space. Random House. 
$2.95. 
One of the first and best short story anthologies. Young adult. 


Heinlein, Robert. Rocket ship Galileo. Scribner. $2.50. 
Story of the construction and voyage of a space ship. 12-16. 


MacGregor, Ellen, Miss Pickerell goes to Mars. McGraw. $2.25. 
Amusing story for girls and boys 811. 


Slobodkin, Louis. The space ship under the apple tree. Macmillan. $2.50. 
Eddie's visit from the little man from Martinea. 811. 


Todd, Ruthven. Space cat. Scribner. $2. . 
Humorous adventures of a cat's first rocket flight. 7-11. 


Verne, Jules. From the earth to the moon. Didier. $2.95. 
A new edition of one of the early space stories. 12 up. 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Badeau, J.S. and Nolte, R.H. The emergence of modern Egypt. Head- 
line series no. 98. Foreign Policy Association. 22 East 38th St., 
New York 16. March-April 1953. 62p. 35¢. 


Britain's economic problem and its meaning for America. Committee 
for Economic Development. 444 Madison Ave., New York 22. 1953. 
4Op. free. 


Cohen, N.M., comp. Vocational training directory of the United 
States. The author. 1434 Harvard St., N.W. Washington 9, D.C. 
1953. 138 p. $2.25. 


Flexible monetary policy: what it is and how it works. Committee for 
Economic Development. 444 Madison Ave., New York 22. March 1953. 
35p. free. 


Folk dance guide. 3d ed. Edited and published by Paul Schwartz. 
Box 342, Cooper Station, New York 3. 1953. 16p. 50¢. 


Immigration: is the McCarron act the answer? Platform. Newsweek 
Club and Educational Bureaus. 152 West 42d St., New York 36. 
April 1953. 23p. 25¢. 


Korey, E.L. Business and the American way. (Oxford Social Studies) 
Oxford Book Company. 222 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 1952. 76p. 
30¢. 


McClelland, Grigor. Freedom from want; a story of international 
co-operation and a guide to action. Friends Peace Committee. 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W. 1. 1952. 4p. 64. 


Osborne, Ernest. Democracy begins in the home. Pamphlet no. 192. 
Public Affairs Committee. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. Feb. 
1953. 28. 25¢. 


Planning your playground. J.E, Burke Playground Equipment Co. 
P.0. Box 986. New Brunswick, N.J. r1953+ Op. Free. 


This is our home. Science looks at anti-Semitism. American Jewish 
Committee. 386 Fourth Ave., New York 16. 1953. 18p. free. 


Van Schoor, W.P. The origin and development of segregation in 
South Africa. Teachers' League of South Africa. FEothen. 
Dale St., Lansdowne, Cape Town, South Africa. 1951. 24p. n.d. ' 


What shall we do with the American Communist? Town Meeting vol. 18, 
no. 47, The Town Hall, Inc. New York 36. apr. 14, 1953. 15p. 15¢. 
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RECENT ACCESSIONS 
A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Jane P. Yawger, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Beals, Carleton. Stephen F. Austin, Father of Texas. McGraw-Hill. 
1953. 27?p. (They made America) 976.4% Za9b3 

Bernal, J. D. Marx and science. International Pubs. 1952. 48p. 
335.4 B517 


Celler, Emanuel. You never leave Brooklyn. Day. 1953. 280p. 
973.9109 €393c 
Frank, Philipp. Einstein, his life and times ... edited and rev. by 
Shuichi Kusaka. Knopf. 1953.  298p. 530.92 ¥35fla 
Knaplund, Paul. James Stephen and the British colonial system, 1813- 
1847. Univ. of Wisconsin Press. 1953. 315p. 325.42 K67 


CITY PLANNING 
Orlans, Harold. Utopia Ltd. Yale Univ. Press. 1953. 313p. 


London ed. (Routledge & Paul) has title: Stevenage; a sociological 
study of a new town. 309.1 O71 


Queen, S. A. American city cby; Stuart Alfred Queen and; David Bailey 
Carpenter. McGraw-Hill. 1953. 383p. (McGraw-Hill series in 
sociology and anthropology) 323.352 3 

Woodbury, Coleman, ed. Future of cities and urban redevelopment, by 
Catherine Bauer cand others] . Univ. of Chicago Press. = a 

1 WwW 


COMMUNITY & RECREATION 


Biddle, W. W. Cultivation of community leaders. Harper. 1953. 203p. 
301.155 B584 
Corbin, H. D. Recreation leadership. Prentice-Hall. 1953.  465p. 
(Prentice-Hall books on health and sports) 790 C791 
Nash, J. B. Philosophy of recreation and leisure. Mosby. 1953. 
222p. 790 N251 


FISHING 


Evanoff, Vlad. Natural salt water fishing baits. A. S. Barnes. 1953. 
96p. (The Barnes sport library) 799.1 B92ns 

Leonard, J. BE. Fly-rod casting: techniques, lures, tackle. A. &. 
Barnes. 1953. 95p. (The Barnes sports library) 799.12 L581f 

Rodman, 0. H. P. Handbook of salt-water fishing. [New rev. edJ 
Lippincott. 1952.: 272p. 799.16 R693 
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LITERATURE 
Butterworth, C. C. English primers, 1529-1545. Univ. of Pennsylvania 


Press. 1953. 340Op. 264.03 3988 
Dickinson, A. D. World's best books, Homer to Hemingway. Wilson. 
1953. 484p. 016 D55w 


Mander, Raymond, comp. Hamlet through the ages...comp. by Raymond 
Mander & Joe Mitchenson. Hdited with an introd. by Herbert Marshall. 


London, Rockliff. 1952. 156p. 822.33 S7m 
MAKING THINGS 
Bergen, John. All about upholstering. Popular Mechanics Press. 1952. 
176p. 7 684 Bhg5 
Birdsong, J. S. Children's rainy day play. Laurel Pubs.; distributed 
by Grosset & Dunlap, N.Y. 1953. 118p. 793.7 38618 


Fowler, H. W. Kites, a practical guide to kite making and flying. A. 
S. Barnes. 1953. 95p. (The Barnes sports library) 629.13332 F786 
Haines, R, E, Band saw and jig saw rbyy Ray E. Haines rand others. 
Van Nostrand. 1953. 1140p. (The Home workshop series) 684 H153 
Philippi, Herbert. Stagecraft and scene design. Houghton. 1953. 
8p. 792 P552 


MIND TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT 
Geldard, F. A. Human senses. Wiley. 1953. 365p. (A Wiley publi- 


cation in psychology) 152 G315 
Havighurst, R. J. Human development and education. longmans. 1953. 
3368p. 150.13 H388h 


An expansion of the author's Developmental tasks and education. 
Lee-Richardson, James. Yoga, the way to long life and happiness Ry 

Desmond Dunne ¢pseud.j,). W. Funk, 1953.  183p. 181.4 1482 

Published in London in 1951 under title: Yoga for everyman. 


SALESMANSHIP & BUSINESS 


Carroll, Phil. How to control production costs. McGraw-Hill. 1953. 
272p. (McGraw-Hill industrial organization and management series). 


658.5 6319 

Goss, E. F. Techniques of dairy plant testing. Iowa State College 
Press. 1953. 350p. 637.12 6677 

Hobart, D. M. Selling forces, by Donald M. Hobart ;andyz J. P. Wood. 
Ronald. ¢c19533. 299p. 658.8 H681s 

Lasser, J. K. Managing ~our money rby5 J. K. Lasser and, Sylvia F. 
Porter. Holt. 1953.  430p. 332.024 1347 
Wilson, J. McG. Open the mind and close the sale. McGraw-Hill. 1953. 
256p. 658.85 w7kg9 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Deschin, Jacob. Rollei photography; handbook of the Rolleiflex and 
Rolleicord cameras. San Francisco. Camera Craft Pub. Co. 1952. 
192p. 770.2 Da46 

Dmytriw, Olya, comp. Ukrainian arts; edited by Anne Mitz. N.Y. Ukrain- 
ian Youth's League of North America. 1952.  212p. 709.477 D629 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 


A Selected List from New York State 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Education for 
the elderly by Dr. R. J, Pulling, Chief, Bureau of adult education, 
Education department. (1953) np. (Reprinted from "Birthdays don't 
count") 


____ Schooldays for grandpa by Thomas C. Desmond. (1953) 7p. (Reprinted 
from Lifetime living, October 1952) 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Interests of New York farmers 
safeguarded. (Progress report no. 8150, March 7, 1953) 


___ New pesticides aid in leaf roller fight. (Progress report no. 8144, 
February 28, 1953) 


___. Variety comparison of peas used for canning and freezing, 1952 by 
Charles B, Sayre, W. T. Tapley, and D. W. Barton. 1953. 3lp. 
(Bulletin no. 758, February 1953) 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Coordination of target areas and their 
support areas with food regions. (1953) 2p. Mimeo. (Bulletin for 
directors no. 61, April 16, 1953) 


___ Six papers on welfare services in civil defense. (1953) 35p. 
Mimeo. (In cooperation with Defense welfare services, New York state 
department of social welfare) 

Warden service section. Warden's manual. (1953) 128p. 


CIVIL SERVICE DEPT. OF. Annual report, 69th, of the Civil service 
commission, 1951. (1953) 85p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 85) 


___. Merit award board. Annual report, 7th...1952. (1953) var.pag. 


COMMERCE,DEPT. OF. Preliminary report, lst, post Korean economic 
problems in New York. (1953) var.pag. Mimeo. 


CONSERVATION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 4lst...for the year 1951. 1952. 
338p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 78) 


CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 25th of the State commission of 
correction for the year 1951 transmitted to the legislature, 
February 16, 1952. 1952. 376p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Organization and institutions, 1952-53. (1953) 235p. 
(Handbook 24) 


__. Vocational rehabilitation benefiting the disabled, the employer, 
the community. (1953) Folder. 
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EDUCATION DEPT, Division of research. Problem of democratic leadership 
and followership in the school program. (1953) 6p. (Impact of social 
and economic forces on education IV) 


___. Bureau of rural administrative services. Directory of central school 
districts, 1952-53. (1953) 29p. Mimeo. 


__.. Division of secondary education. Bureau of instructional supervision. 
Suggestions for the rating of regents examinations papers in American 
history and American history and world backgrounds. 1953. 19p. (In 
cooperation with Division of pupil personnel services, Bureau of 
examinations and testing) 


HOUSING RENT COMMISSION. Rent and eviction regulations...in effect on 
April 1, 1953 (amendments 1-10 included) (1953 ) 46p. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of employment. Compilation of material 
implementing programs administered by the Division of employment; 
new cover and table of contents, April 15, 1953. (1953) 8p. 


Information office. Ex-GIs who don't use job rights penalized 
on jobless pay claims. (Release: April 27, 1953) 


ee Unemployment continues low as jobs rise, Corsi reports. 
(Release: April 28, 1953 ) 


Division of research and statistics. Comparison of United States 
Buffalo consumers' price indexes. (1953) 10p. Mimeo. (Special 


labor news memorandum no. 37, February 27, 1953) 


Industrial and mercantile establishments in the New York city 
metropolitan area, 1951. (1953) 48p. (Publication no. B-65, 
December 1952) 


LEGISLATURE, Rules of the Senate, 1953 adopted January 7, 1953 as last 
amended March 17, 1953. 1953. 23p. (Legis Doc 1953 no. 57) 


MOTOR VEHICLES, BUR. OF. Driver's manual; applicants for drivers' 
licenses must be thoroughly familiar with the contents of this 
manual. (1953) 38p. 


NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY. Annual report, 3rd...January 31, 1953. 
(1953) 4p. 


SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Annual reports S4th and 85th...June 1, 1952. 
(1953) 16lp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 34) (Cover-title: Public social 
services in New York state, 1950 and 1951) 


STATE, DEPT. OF. Department reports of the state of New York containing 
the decisions, opinions and rulings of the state departments, offices, 
boards and commissions. (1953) 643p. (Vol. 72, 1952 ) 


STATE BUILDING CODE COMMISSION. Proposed state building construction code 
applicable to multiple dwellings, April 6, 1953. (1953) 10lp. Mimeo. 
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STATE COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS, Albany. Teaching business and distributive 
education. (1953) 6p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Baileya; a 
quarterly journal of horticultural texonomy. Vol. 1, no. 1; March 
1953. 


Goose raising by L. M. Hurd. (1953) 32p. (Bulletin 823, reprinted 
~~ April 1953) 


Fertilizers for fruit trees. (1953) 1 sheet. Mimeo. (Spray 
~~ information no. 3, March 30, 1953) 


___ Sky laboratories. (1953) 32p. (Cornell rural school leaflet, 
Vol. 46, no. 3, winter 1952-53) 


Department of agricultural economics. Beef costs and returns on 
41 New York farms, 1951 by Kendall S. Carpenter. (1953) 19p. Mimeo. 


(A. E. 847, February 1953) 


Costs and returns for feed crops, New York cost account farms, 
~ 1914-50 by James S. Holderness. (1953) np. (A. EB. 848,February 1953) 


Irrigation in upstate New York. (1953) 68p. Mimeo. (A. E. 851, 
~~ March 1953) 


Local sales taxes in New York state by Frederick D. Stocker. 
~ (1953) 13p. Mimeo. (A. E. 852, April 1953) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell universit Ithaca. Camp food 
service management by Dorothy M. Proud. (1953) 27p. (Cornell 
miscellaneous bulletin 16, April 1953. COPIES MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE COLLEGE AT 25¢ EACH) 


Fish facts and recipes by Madge Flavin and Helen Hovey revised by 
~~ Myrtle Ericson, (1953) 8p. (Cornell extension bulletin 826, 
reprinted January 1953) 


STATE COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, 
Ithac A central camp building for administration and food service. 
1953) 3lp. (Cornell miscellaneous bulletin 14, March 1953. COPIES 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE COLLEGE AT 25¢ EACH) 


STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND, Batavia. The New York state school for the 
blind, Batavia, New York (activities and training) (1953) Folder. 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Conflicts within the local union by Leonard R. Sayles and 
George Strauss. (1953) 9p. (Reprint series no. 5; reprinted from 
Harvard Business review, November-December 1952) 


The labor injunction in New York city 1935-1950 by Jacob Seidenberg. 
~ (1953) 17lp. (Vol. Iv) 
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. FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES IN LIBRARIES 


edited by 
I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder, Library Extension 


Albany County. Dorothy A. Vibbard, Head Librarian of the Albany Public 
Library, was honored at a dinner for her 25 years of service in the 
library system. The staff presented her with a silver bowl and 
silver candlesticks. 


Cortland County. On June 6 the Southern Tier Library Club will meet at 
the Cortland Free Library. American Heritage Programs and How to 
Evaluate a Program will be discussed. lLuncheon and the afternoon 
session will be at the State Teachers College at Cortland. 


Dutchess County. Grace DuMond, librarian at Pleasant Valley Free 
Library since 1938, has resigned because of ill health. Mrs. 
Marguerite Sherow has been appointed to succeed her. 


Jefferson County. The Hay Memorial Library in Sackets Harbor has been 
redecorated in sandalwood and soft green colors. -=- The Brownville- 
Glen Park Library Association has opened a deposit station in the 
gift shop of Mrs. Helen Bachman of Glen Park. This station will be 
open every weekday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. -- The Civic Club and Youth 
Organization of Clayton has purchased a 16 mm. projector for film 
showings in the Hawn Memorial Library. -- The Roswell P. Flower 
Memorial Library in Watertown sponsored a Garden Program during the 
week of April 14. City garden clubs and the Jefferson County Farm 
Bureau cooperated with the library in presenting speakers. Demon- 
strations on floral arrangements, corsage making and soil improve- 
ment, garden talks and films brought many interested people to the 
meetings. Garden books, covered with flowered wallpaper and plastic 
jackets, were displayed against a garden background complete with 
picket fence and flowers. 


Lewis County. The Harrisville Free Library is to have new lighting 
installed, 


Monroe County. A $40,000 gift from Floyd R. Newman of Cleveland, a 
native of Churchville, made possible the new colonial building of 
the Riga Free Library in Churchville. This new library building was 
dedicated in October 1952. -- The Brighton Memorial Library, newest 
library in Monroe County, opened its doors to the public on April 27. 
It has very attractive quarters in the new Brighton Town Hall. 
Organizational activities are in full swing with a staff of volun- 
teer assistants. John Adams Lowe, former Director of the Rochester 
Public Library, has given a great deal of assistance to the Library 
Board in organizing the library. -- The legal staffs of the city 
of Rochester and of the County of Monroe are working on contracts to 
permit the Rochester Public Library to perform centralized process- 
ing for the participating libraries of the Monroe County Library 
System. It is hoped that the new service can be established by 
June 1, -— The first anniversary of the Monroe County Library System 
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was celebrated on April 1 when Mrs. Dorothy Sebaste, a trustee of the 
system, and Rutherford D. Rogers, Director, appeared on two programs, 
one on radio and one on television. -- On April 6 the Rochester 
Public Library initiated a series of 13 television programs entitled 
GATEWAY TO KNOWLEDGE. The first program dealt with "Children's Books 
through the Ages" and traced children's books from the hornbook down 
to modern children's books. Julia Sauer, Head of the Department of 
Work with Children, and Rutherford D. Rogers, Director, were the 
participants. Other programs now being prepared include "Pre-School 
Story Time," "Projected Books for Bedridden Patients," "art Can Be 
Practical," "Films From Your Library" and "You Can Take It With You" 
(on phonograph records). -- Monroe County Traveling Library reports 
a continual increase in the use of adult nonfiction and juvenile 
books. There are at present 112 scheduled monthly stops and 27 de- 
posits of books left at rural schools. Mrs. Mabel Olney joined the 
Bookmobile staff on May l. 


Nassau County. The Bellmore Public Library held open house in its new 
library building on May 31. 


New York. Ralph A. Beals, Director of the New York Public Library, 
announces that the system's Library for the Blind will open in its 
new building on June 11. This two-story, $425,000 building is 
located at 166 Avenue of the Americas. The new building will make 
it possible for more readers to go to the Library for browsing and 
selecting their braille or talking books. It also offers greater 
Space and up-to-date equipment which enables the Library to increase 
its services to children and teen-agers. -- "The Book of Holland", 
an exhibition of 100 recent publications from the Netherlands, opened 
at the New York Public Library on May 7. The books represent Holland's 
best designed volumes of 1948 to 1951 and are a gift to the Library 
from the Netherlands. 


Steuben County. The Steuben County Library Association met at the 
Corning Public Library on May 9. The program included a talk by 
Dr. C. Elta Van Norman of Geneseo State Teachers College on "Biog— 
graphies for Youth", a discussion of "The Fiction of 1952-53" by 
Mrs, William Frey of Corning and a showing of the film, "The Im- 
pressionable Years", There was also a tour of the Corning Glass 
Works. 


Suffolk County. The spring meeting of the Suffolk County Library 
Association was held on May 27 at the Research Library of the Brook- 
haven National Institute at Upton. John P. Binnington, Librarian, 
gave a talk on the services of the library. 


Washington County. ‘Two trustees of the Fort Edward Free Library 
Association have arranged a series of exhibits in the library — a 
"Virginia Dare" stone recalling the history of the lost colony of 
Roanoke, Bibles old and new, paintings in oil and water color by 
local artists. 


Westchester County. The Friends of the White Plains Public Library held 
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their second annual meeting at the library on the night of April 21. 
The program consisted of a panel of White Plains authors who gave 
brief accounts of their writing methods and what inspired them to 
write. Harold Kronenberg, vice-president of the Friends, was 
moderator. Among the authors taking part were Harry S. Drago, 
Margaret Halsey, Charles Furcolowe, and G. Warren Schloat. -— A 
class of 21 students from the Pratt Institute Library School visited 
the Mount Vernon Public Library on April 6. -- The 30th anniversary 
of the Mamaroneck Free Library was celebrated on January 16 by more 
than 175 association members and their friends, The program included 
greetings from Mayor Edwin B. Dooley, Judge Charles M. Baxter, jr., 
founder and president of the Library for 30 years, and Grinton I. 
Will, ,first Mamaroneck librarian, now director of the Yonkers Public 
Library. Doreen Harper is the present librarian. -- Mount Vernon 
Public Library reports the largest circulation of books since 1942 

in the annual report of the library for 1952. In 1952, 411,418 books 
circulated from a total book stock of 191,418. -- The Children's 
Drama Group of the Mount Vernon Recreation Commission has presented 
several plays for the children of the city in the Community Room of 
the Mount Vernon Public Library. -- The White Plains Public Library 
has just completed a survey of users of the library with special 
emphasis on means of transportation used to reach the library. It 
was found that most readers come by car (50%), or on foot (41%). Only 
2% use the bus lines. Nearly 30% of those arriving during the period 
reside outside city limits. Again and again the request of readers 
was for a location with "plenty of parking space." 





Wyoming County. Western New York Library Association met at the Arcade 


Free Library on May 2. Two films, THE LIBRARY: A FAMILY AFFAIR and 
THE IMPRESSIONABLE YEARS, were shown. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Activities of the State Library 
and of State-Wide Interest 


Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss, Library Extension 


Institute on County Library Planning: An institute designed to help 
persons interested in developing a county library system in their coun- 
ties will be sponsored by the New York Library Association and the Li- 
brary Trustees Foundation on September 10 and 11 at Syracuse University. 
Persons experienced in the various phases of county library planning and 
operation will be available as speakers and consultants. 

The major topics which will be covered in the talks and question 
periods are: why larger units of library service?, provisions of the 
state aid law and regulations, organizing a county group and preparing 
a plan, county services to be offered, preparing the budget and getting 
the plan approved by the state and county officials. Speakers will 
include Dr. Gosnell, Miss Moshier and other members of the Library 
Extension Division staff, library trustees who have had experience in 
county library planning and development, and librarians who have had 
actual experience in county library operations. 

The institute will begin at 10 a.m., September 10, and will conclude 
around 3:30 p.m., September 11. A get-together dinner and free evening 
for individual consultation has been planned for September 10. It is 
expected that the total cost of registration fees and two nights' lodg- 
ing and five meals on the Syracuse University campus will be $20. Special 
rates will be arranged for persons who do not wish to stay on the campus. 

All persons interested in county library planning, whether they are 
trustees, librarians, government officials or individual citizens are 
welcome to attend the institute. Write to Harold Hacker, Grosvenor 
Library, Buffalo 2 for copies of the program and for reservation blanks 
which will be available some time in June. 


Coronation Exhibit Proves Popular: An exhibit with special appeal for 
persons of all ages has been the coronation procession carried out in 

one to two-inch miniatures stretching over 102 feet of the exhibit cases 
in the rotunda of the State Library. Part of the 20,000 item collection 
of John V. Fox, a member of the New York State Division of the Budget, 
the "procession" includes the Queen, her attendants, coaches, regiments 
of guards on foot and on horseback and military vehicles, all in correct 
scale and full color. Flanking the coronation procession are 70 feet of 
tableaus of the history of England, from the coming of Julius Caesar's 
legions, through the days of knighthood, the Napoleonic wars, battles 
with cannibals in remote colonies, down to World War II. Coronations of 
earlier monarchs are illustrated by books and prints from the collections 
of the State Library. Special emphasis has been given in the library 
exhibit to Queen Elizabeth of Shakespeare's time, Queen Victoria and 
James the Second, once Duke of York and Albany. Mr. Fox has spent years 
in assembling and organizing his collection of miniatures which now repre- 
sent the military organizations of nearly every country in the world. 


New Films Available: The Library Extension Division has recently added 
to its collection of films about libraries and library services two new 
films featuring New York libraries. "The Library - A Family Affair" por- 
trays all of the members of a typical family as they discover the many 
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services offered by the Brooklyn Public Library. "The Impressionable 
Years" is a U. S. State Department film which delves into a little girl's 
first experience in the Children's Room of the New York Public Library. 
The film emphasizes the freedom of choice and democratic relationships 
in the library and is so handled that it is suitable for use with almost 
any adult audience. Either of these films may be borrowed from the 
Library Extension Division. Libraries wishing to purchase either film 
should contact the Brooklyn Public Library for "The Library: A Family 
Affair." Sale of "The Impressionable Years" is handled through United 
World Films, 1445 Park Avenue, New York 28. 


Civil Service Exhibit: The State Library, in cooperation with the Civil 
Service Employees Association, has arranged an exhibit in the State 
Library rotunda showing the development of the Civil Service system in 
New York State government. The exhibit features original letters written 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt, Theodore Roosevelt and other prominent figures 
in New York State government. Also displayed is a copy of the original 
New York State Civil Service law signed by Grover Cleveland, original 
copies of other significant landmarks in the history of Civil Service 
legislation and early pamphlets and books agitating for reform in 
government service. 


Regional Library Service Center Holds Series of Meetings: A series of 
one-day meetings devoted to the problems of weeding and library mending 
are being held by the Watertown Regional Library Service Center staff for 
librarians and trustees in the three-county region. Beginning at 10 a.m. 
and concluding at 3:30 p.m., each program begins with a discussion of 

the principles of weeding, followed by practical work on the book collec- 
tion of the host library and a demonstration of simple mending. The 
schedule of meetings held, or to be held, is as follows: May 14 — Port 
Leyden Community Library, May 26 -- Adams Free Library, May 28 -- Madrid 
Hepburn Library, June 2 -- Sackets Harbor Hay Memorial Library, June 4 -- 
Theresa Free Library. 


Medical Library Exhibits Services: The New York State Medical Library 
was one of the Scientific Exhibitors during the Annual Meeting of the 
Medical Society of the State of New York at the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, 
May 4 - 8. Heath Babcock and Joyce Macdonald of the Medical Library 
staff were present to explain the services of the Medical Library to 
the attending physicians. The prize for the best Scientific Exhibit was 
awarded to Dr. Irving Innerfield, Nyack, New York, for his research on 
the new clinical uses of trypsin. Dr. Innerfield gives the Medical 
Library much credit for past help in his research problems. 


"Library Trends" Features Public Libraries: Issue No. 4, for April 1953, 
of the University of Illinois Library School's valuable publication 
"Library Trends" is devoted exclusively to "Current Trends in Public 
Libraries." Following the usual custom of this publication the issue 
consists of a series of articles by guest contributors covering every 
significant phase of the subject. In this case 11 articles range from 
"Objectives and Functions of Public Libraries" to "Unesco and Public 
Libraries", with an introduction by Herbert Goldhor, Guest Editor and 
Chief Librarian of the Evansville, Indiana Public Library. The three 


The Bookmark -221- June, 1953 
































previous issues of "Library Trends" dealt with current trends in college 
and university libraries, special libraries and school libraries. 


Requests for Traveling Libraries: As a result of an exhibit of new books 
and a broadcast over the Rural Radio Network during Farm and Home Week, 
Mrs, Jean Harrington reports many inquiries for information and several 
requests for traveling library collections. A folder describing the 
various services is available. Of special interest are the collections 
of clear-type books, books in foreign languages, on industrial and labor 
relations and on librarianship. For further information write to: 
Traveling Libraries, Library Extension Division, New York State Library, 
Albany 1, New York. 


Books on Peace May Be Borrowed: The New York State Peace Council offers 
a@ collection of 24 books to be publicized, displayed and circulated 
through local community, school or church libraries for a two-to four 
week period. Books will be mailed to the address furnished and responsi- 
bility must be assumed for postage charges and for returning the box of 
books. If interested, address: The Librarian, 841 University Building, 
Syracuse 2, New York. 


Summer Hours at State Library: The following schedule of summer hours is 
announced by the New York State Library: From June 1-27, the Main Read- 
ing Room and Periodical Room will be open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. — 6 p.m. 
and until 5 p.m. on Saturday; from June 29-Sept. 14, Monday-Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-6 p.m. and until 1 p.m. on Saturday. The Medical Library will be open 
June 1-Sept. 14, Monday-Friday, from 8:30 a.m. - 6 pom, closing Saturday 
at l p.m. The Legislative Reference Library will be open June 1-Sept.14, 
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., closing at 1 p.m. on Saturday; the 
Law Library, June 1-Sept. 14, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Manuscripts 
and History Room, June 1-Sept. 14, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
closing Saturday at 12 noon. Holiday closings for the State Library are 
on Memorial Day, May 30; Independence Day, July 4; and Labor Day, Sept. 

5 and 7. The regular schedule will be resumed Sept. 15. 


Special Travel Issue “Branch Library Book News": The April issue of the 
New York Public Library's "Branch Library Book News" is a delightful in- 
vitation to travel, called "The Grand Tour." Annotated lists on England, 
Scotland, Ireland, France, Italy, the Scandinavian and Central European 
countries suggest an opportunity for an exhibit of interest to armchair 
or actual travelers. Copies of "The Grand Tour" are available at 10 cents 
each from The New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, 

New York 18, N. Y. 


Added Information: The Smithtown Library (listed p. 177 of The Bookmark, 
May 1953) was built by public subscription in 1912, architect: Ford, 
Butler and Oliver, New York, N.Y. The Smithtown Library moved to a 

new site in 1951, architect: William R. Huntington, St. James, L.I., 

N. Y. 
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“actually I'm constantly impressed with the excellence 
of the books other people write. Those who have never 
tried it themselves feel very free to criticize the writ- 
ings of others. It's not as simple as it looks; and the 
simpler it looks, the harder it is to do, a principle that 
applies also to such things as figure skating, hitting C 
above high C, or making really good pie crust." 


From Only parent, by Louise Dickinson Rich, 
J.B. Lippincott Company, $3, copyright 1953. 
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